Land

Did you know that if you mix a Big
Mac with a hint of Mario and add a
few neat touches to taste, you end
up with up with a platform-based
romp which is really rather good? No,
neither did Simon Byron...

ow here's a thing. McDonalds
N Land was originally developed

in consultation with Frank
Manis, a psychologist no less, so
playing this must surely count as
therapy or something. Originally a
Nintendo game (what isn't these
days? Oh yes, all the really good
games) Arc Developments have, it
says here, brought the visuals into
line with 16-bit expectations - what-
ever they may be. Armed with that
newhe-discovered pot of knowledge
let's take a look &t what the game's
about.

Mick and Mac, two street-wise,
wise-cracking, word-hyphenating
teanagers, have been asked to help
nane other than Ronald McDoanald
|that rosey-faced clown who started
McD's with only a mouldy loaf of
Sunblest and a few golden arches}
wha's had his "Magic Bag' pinched
Loy thie evil and cleverly-named Ham-

burglar. The two lads must negoti-
ate a series of, erm, ‘plumber in over-
alls-inspired platformy levels in a
quest 1o find a number of passes
which Ron needs for some reason ar
ather

Once these tems have been
found, Mr PcDonald gives tha two
litthe boys a tip-off as to the location
of & certain Birdie who, in turm,
requires a number of passes (of the
cardboard kind, not sad one liners
like "How about a quick snog?”)
before he'll supply any maore infor
mation as to Hamburglar's possible
whereabouts.

And so it goes on until the nasty
maat thief is finally dealt with. With
thirty-four levels, elght bonus levels,
a complete bonus game etc, ete, etc,
can McDonalds Land knock off who-
ever's currently at the top of the
platforming tower?

Az weall as running and
jumping. Mick and Mac can
occasionally take a trip in
these bucket-type things.
Whilst flaating and bobbing
our friends are sate from
the jaws af that plranha but
should they jump out at the
wrong moemant they can be
sure that the violent fish
will be nibbling through
thelr fleash befores you can
say “Jaws'.
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Blocks can be usad for
many things, Oh yes,
they're fipping axcellant

for chucking at the oh-so-

cute [but very deadly] bad
guy and woderfully mar-
walous for creating float-
ing platforms out of, They
often hide springs as well
s it ks worth taking thme
out to discover il every
block contalns a bonus (or
somathing).
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The springs can be used to bounce ever

higher during many of the levels In

McDonaldsland. s a good job that
they're hear otherwise our little
mMcDonalds promater might not be able
to collect all those lovely Golden Arches
and abtain squillions of bonus points.
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e pded W instance, Mhthln!n]ml‘lh of the
Erees B SRCRAR characters whilst on jon, the chances of
falling are vastly incraased.
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{Below) The icy
Mare ks & funny
and tough old
lewel with the
characters
slipping and slid-
Ing all over the
show. The red
squars with the
‘M an it s one of
s that need
pasies
0 bo collected.
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The arrowed black squares here
should be avaided if at all pos-
sible as, i touched, they will

sand the

character right

back 1o the start of the lavel.

Whan you arrive on the
Stratosphers you'll notice that
nmot all the clouds are station
ary. Many af them mave abaut
on a fimed track which can be
wxtremaly advantageous 1o our

twio friemds.




The second world talies you onto the Birdie's Treehouse
and a different set of sky-high levels. Whilst in the
clouds Mick or Mac occasionally disappear behind the
suspended water-droplets (that's what clouds are. you
know) and you can only see the whites of their eyes.
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WORLD SIX

We're nearly there! The
perils that lay beyond
canmot be described by
words alone so  we
think you should finish
reading the rest of the
mag and nip and pur-
chase a copy for your-
selves. Don't forget to
cloge the door on the
way out.
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